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Bilateral surgery 

ISBCS holds inaugural meeting during ESCRS
 
FROM STAFF REPORTS 

Berlin-The inaugural meeting of the Inter­
national Society of Bilateral Cataract Sur­
geons (ISBCS) was held Sept. 1, during the 
recent annual meeting of the European 
Society ofCataract and Refractive Surgeons 
(ESCRS). Cataract surgeons from three con­
tinents attended the convocation. 

"The ISBCS has a dual focus, namely, 
to foster interest in simultaneous bilateral 
cataract surgery and to disseminate peer-re­
viewed literature on the subject so that oph­
thalmologists worldwide can be aware ofthe 
existence of a reputable body of opinion on 
the subject," said Charles Claoue, MA, MD, 
DO, FRCS, FRCOphth, FEBO, MAE. 

"The ISBCS also wishes to encourage 
discussion of simultaneous bilateral cata­
ract surgery and to organize educational 
meetings for surgeons. The opinion was 
expressed that ophthalmologists need to 
revisit this subject and to hear all the ar-

Seeking solutions 

guments in favor of simultaneous bilat­
eral cataract surgery," he said. 

During the meeting, Steve Arshinoff, 
MD, FRCSC, clinical instructor of oph­
thalmology, University of Toronto, was 
named founding president, and Dr. Claoue, 
senior consultant ophthalmic surgeon, The 
Queen's Hospital, London, was named 
founding vice president. John Bolger, MB, 
BAO, FRCS, DO, in private practice in 
London, accepted the post ofsecretary and 
treasurer. All of these posts are for an ini­
tial term of2 years. It was agreed that the 
society should establish a Web site (www. 
isbcs.org) and that rules should be formu­
lated. The society actively is seeking chari­
table status, according to Dr. Claoue. 

Dr. Arshinoff expressed his gratitude 
to the founding sponsors of the ISBCS, 
Rayner Intraocular Lenses Ltd., and 
Advanced Medical Optics for their sup­
port and noted that Alcon Laboratories 
and Carl Zeiss Meditec also had ex- ... 
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• Designed To Adjust Haptic 
Curvature Of A 3-Piece Intraocular 

Lens, Changing Its Overall Length 
For Improved Centration. 

• Ideal For Aspheric Optic And Multi-Focal 
Lenses Where An Asymmetric Capsular 
Bag Causes Mild Decentration. 
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:gAAO weighs in on speaker conflict-of-interBst issue 
0> 

As with most of the editorials by 
Peter J. McDonnell, MD, I thoroughly 
enjoyed reading the latest concern­
ing the issue of conflict of interest of 
speakers at annual meetings ("Can't 
we all get along?" Ophthalmology 
Times, Sept. 1, 2008, Page 4). 

Dr. McDonnell asks, "Are we try­
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and medical society viewpoint. £ 

'" As difficult as that problem is, 
t') 

'iii " it is encouraging to note that in d: 
'" our surveys of attendees at the ~ 

academy annual meetings, the 
percentage of people who per­
ceive presentations as having 
commercial bias has continued 
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pressed an interest in becoming found­
ing sponsors. During the first meeting, 
the treasurer confirmed that he would 
write letters of appreciation to the spon­
sors and would launch a yearly spon­
sorship scheme in the new year. It was 
hoped that future developments would 
become clear before the next meeting 
that will occur during the upcoming an­

nual meeting of the American Society of 
Cataract and Refractive Surgery in San 
Francisco, where the society hopes to 
run a course on simultaneous bilateral 
cataract surgery. 

The meeting concluded with Dr. Claoue 
stating: "We are at the start of history 
being made; we are going to change the 
way cataract surgery is practiced."OT 


